Description of Individual/Group Project on

Poverty and Affluence in New York

Fall 2005

You can choose to do an individual or group research project.  The maximum number of students in one group should not exceed four.  The project should include library research, ethnographic fieldwork such as interviews, observations, participation [e.g., attendance at meetings or events], and/or a survey or data analysis using INFOSHARE to gather demographic and economic data on some aspect of poverty and affluence in New York City.  Your project can also include photographs or video.  Final papers should be between 10-25 pages.  Potential topics include:

Profile a population group or neighborhood, e.g., Who’s Poor in Queens, New York? Or Who’s Wealthy in Queens, New York?

Profile a community organization or government agency engaged in anti-poverty programs or activities

Document immigrant working poverty – interview workers in the garment industry, construction trades, or restaurants

Presentation

The last four class sessions are devoted to student presentations of their final projects.  You will make a short [15 minute] presentation.  In this presentation, tell us what your research topic and question is, how you went about answering your question or researching your topic, what did you learn in the process of conducting your research, and what can you conclude about your topic having completed your project.

Research Project Proposal

Due Wednesday, September 28

Your project proposal (approximately 3 pages) should include the following:

Title and Group Members (2-4 students)

Problem Statement

-
Describe your topic.  What is your research question?  What do you want to learn about the topic?

-
Why is your topic important? 

-
How does it relate to issues of inequality?

Methodology

-
What kinds of resources will you use to research your topic?  Will you be collecting new information through interviews and/or observations? 

-
Will you be using the Internet, journals, newspapers, books, on-line research papers, reports?

-
Detail the resources and strategies you will use to research your topic.

Paper Outline

-
Prepare a draft outline of your paper

-
Identify the major paper sections

Working Bibliography

-
List the resources you are currently using to learn more about your topic

Research Progress Statements 

Due Friday, October 21 and Friday, November 11.

In a few paragraphs, describe your research activities and preparation towards the final paper.  You can also choose to submit in a draft in progress.

Final Research Paper Due

Due Wednesday, December 14

