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Use the following characteristics to compare and contrast Australopiths, Homo habilis, and Homo erectus. 
	trait
	Australopiths
	Homo habilis
	Homo erectus

	
	gracile  
	robust
	
	

	time ramge (MYA)
	
	
	
	

	geographic distribution

(continent, countries, sites where it was found)
	
	
	
	

	SKULL and TEETH:
	
	
	

	brain size 

(in cm3) 
	
	
	
	

	sagittal crest (yes/no)
	
	
	
	

	supraorbital torus (yes/no)
	
	
	
	

	face

 (orthognathic/ prognathic)
	
	
	
	

	chewing muscles

(big/small)
	
	
	
	

	canine size, diastema
	
	
	
	

	size of molars/premolars
	
	
	
	

	enamel

(thin/thick)
	
	
	
	

	likely diet


	
	
	
	


	SKELETON:
	
	
	
	

	body height

	
	
	
	

	body proportions

(arm length, leg length)


	
	
	
	

	degree of sexual dimorphism


	
	
	
	

	Technology 
	
	

	home-sites


	
	
	
	

	 stone tools


	
	
	
	

	use of fire


	
	
	
	

	subsistence (hunting, scavenging, faunal utilization, settlements)
	
	
	
	

	ecology

(types of habitats: forest/grassland)
	
	
	
	


