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Octachordal or Septachordal Composition

1. Materials

1. The basis for this composition should be an octachord or septachord.  The only
requirement is that it not be a degenerate structure like the octatonic scale.  This wll be
referred to as the superset.

2. Divide the superset into two complementary units, which will referred to as the primary
partition.  These may be scale fragments, chords, or a combination of steps and leaps. 

3. Divide the superset into an additional group of subcollections, which will be the
secondary partition.  These may be a larger group of smaller collections, and they may
contain PC duplications in order to balance the number of notes (such as 3+3+3, with one
PC duplication, or 3+3+3+3, with four, for an octachord; they could also be 2+3+2+3,
etc.).

4. These materials may be presented in separate hands, as Bartók does, or they may be
presented chordally or in other ways.

2.  Form

1. The first phrase, in at least two sections, must present the primary partition.  The first
section should be the basic statement of the theme, and the second a refinement or
elaboration of it, clarifying the details that you will use in the course of the piece. 
Always be aware that the superset must be stated in each independent passage.

2. The second phrase, in two or more sections, should be based on the secondary partition. 
Since these are smaller units, there can be more elaboration and counterpoint.

3. The third and fourth phrases of the piece should be based on different transpositions of
the superset.  These could be thought of as a development or simply as an excursion away
from the first transposition.  Either the primary or secondary partitions may be used, and
you should consider the relationship between the subcollections in the partitions as a
basic for progression, using common tones or contrasts.

4. The next section of your piece should be a recapitulation of the opening, which returns to
the original transposition and thematic materials.  It may be altered or shortened, and it
doesn’t have to contain the secondary partition unless you want to use that material
again.

5. The last phrase should be a concluding statement, and it may contain an alteration or
deviation from the materials in the rest of the piece.
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3.  Other Considerations

1. The idea for this composition is modeled upon Bartók’s Children’s Song, Diminished
Fifth, and From the Isle of Bali.  If you don’t know how to handle any specific aspect of
your piece, look to see what Bartók does in an analogous situation.

2.  Include a separate page outlining your superset, transpositions, and partitions.  Label
each section of the piece and explain what you are doing there.


