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his Freshman Seminar in Paris will explore
T the history of the French Revolution that
began in 1789 and swept through France. We
will plunge into the intellectual, political, and
ideological currents of thought that coursed
through revolutionary Paris and inspired change

throughout the world.

Reading history is one thing, but living it is
another. In this seminar students will play the
“French Revolution Game.” Using the award-
winning teaching method called “Reacting to the
Past,” students will debate the same questions
that engaged the French National Assembly in
Paris in 1791. They will compete with each other
as they play the roles of leaders of opposing
factions, both within the National Assembly

and outside in the riot-filled streets of Paris.
They will come to understand the struggles
involved in creating a constitution amid internal

chaos and under threat of foreign invasion.

They will tackle the key questions that were
being confronted in revolutionary France: Will
the King retain power? Will the priests of the
Catholic Church obey the “general will” of the
National Assembly or the dictates of the Pope
in Rome? Do traditional institutions and values
constitute restraints on freedom and individual
dignity, or are they its greatest protection? Are
slaves, women, and Jews entitled to the “rights
of man?” And perhaps most central of all: Is
violence ever a legitimate means of changing

society or purging it of dangerous enemies?

This course will provide freshmen with

much more than an understanding of the
importance of the French Revolution. It will
raise provocative questions and will give them
a platform for additional inquiry into a wide
range of other disciplines as they pursue their

undergraduate studies.

ITINERARY:

Students will take a group flight from New
York to Paris, get picked up and dropped off by
at the airport by QC faculty, and transferred

to and from the dorm in St. Germain, the

old, artistic quarter of the city. Classes will be
held in the mornings and afternoons, and will
consist of visits to museums and historic sites
in Paris such as the Louvre, Les Invalides, the
Bastille, the Palais-Royal, and the Conciergerie.
We will also visit the palaces of Versailles.
During the evenings, various activities will be
scheduled, such as movies, climbing the Eiffel
Tower, a wine and cheese tasting, a cruise on
the Seine. This Freshman Seminar will bring
history to life and provide students with a

deep and rich experience of one of the most

important cities in Europe.



